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We have  been wai t ing for the  second  
v o l u m e  of  this book  for a long t ime,  and  it 
is very we lcome  now.  This  book  is the  resul t  
o f  a great  e n d e a v o u r  by the  a u t h o r  to collect 
the  t he rma l  da ta  ob ta ined  by means  of  a 
comp[ex  m e t h o d  involving t h e r m o g r a v i m e t r y  
(TG) ,  der ivat ive  t h e r m o g r a v i m e t r y  ( D T G )  
and  differential the rmal  analys is  (DTA) .  
F r o m  the  above -men t i oned ,  t h e r m o a n a l y -  
tical curves ,  recorded s imu l t aneous ly  under  
fairly ex t reme exper imenta l  condi t ions ,  one 
can  ob ta in  i n fo rma t i on  on the  na t u r e  of  
reac t ions  t ak ing  place dur ing  the  hea t ing  
process ,  and  in mos t  cases thermal  decom-  
posi t ion.  Two sample  sizes are  general ly  
used,  one a b o u t  10 t imes  larger t han  the 
other .  Two  different hea t ing  rates are  ap-  
plied: 3 and  10 ~' rain- ~ in the  invest igat ion 
o f  inorganic  c o m p o u n d s ,  and  1 and  3 ~ rain - ~ 
in the  decompos i t i on  of  organic  mater ia ls .  
The  curves  are  easy to survey because  tha t  
for  the  smal le r  s ample  size is d rawn in red 
a n d  tha t  for the  bJrger one  ill black. The  

addi t iona l  da ta  given on the  back of  the  
worksheet ,  conce rn ing  the  consecut ive  de- 
compos i t i on  levels a n d  the  l i tera ture  re- 
ferences,  s u p p o r t  the  basic  concept  well. 
This  v o l u m e  con ta ins  the  invest igat ion o f  
75 c o m p o u n d s ,  and  it can be s ta ted t ha t  
the  p ropo r t i ons  o f  inorganic  and  organic  
mater ia l s  s tud ied  show an i m p r o v e m e n t  
c o m p a r e d  with the  first vo lume.  

As far as the  f o r m a t  o f  the  book  is con-  
cerned,  the  use  o f  a four - r ing  b inder  seems  
to be useful ,  s ince it al lows an individual  
a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  the  mater ia l s  which are of  
interest .  

This  series con t inues  to d e m o n s t r a t e  the  
versat i l i ty of  s i m u l t a n e o u s  complex  me thods .  
It is a pity tha t  this  v o l u m e  does not  con ta in  
con t r ibu t ions  ob ta ined  by complex  m e t h o d s  
o ther  than  the  Der iva tog raph .  There  does 
not  appea r  to be any  sys temat ic  a t t e m p t  to 
a r r ange  the  c o m p o u n d s  accord ing  to s o m e  
guid ing  principle.  

This  compi l a t ion  shou ld  be of  interest  to 
scient is ts  in the  field of  t he rma l  analys is ,  
deal ing with ei ther  theoret ical  or pract ical  
aspects  of  inves t iga t ion ,  and  especially t hose  
hav ing  a De r iva tog raph .  
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